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defeated at the battle of Denain on July 24, 1712,
and the French were thus assured of obtaining
better terms than they had offered at Gertruy-
denberg two years earlier, a result which reflected
not only on the " restraining orders" but on
Marlborough's and his friends' inability to con-
clude peace earlier.

Marlborough withdrew to his country house at
Holywell, near St. Albans.   He could not live at
Blenheim Palace, which was still only half built,
for the Ministry, while threatening to sue him for
his  " illegal"  perquisites,  stopped paying the
workmen.   The Duke and Duchess lived together
quietly although not undisturbed by calumny.
Marlborough used his influence to help needy
disabled  officers,  wrote  to  Vienna  about  his
princedom of Mindelheim and took care of his
sick friend Godolphin.    In August a clergyman
who dined at St. Albans saw the Duke and
Duchess and " heard his Grace reprimand the
Duchess for sitting at prayers but she obeyed not."
After  the  death  of Godolphin  in  September,
Marlborough, alarmed at growing threats of law-
suits and even prosecution, decided to go abroad.
Queen Anne was glad enough to grant him a
passport, and there is even a story that Harley
blackmailed him into going abroad by threatening
to publish one of his secret letters to the Jacobites
which had come into his hands.    There was
certainly a secret meeting between them.   But, as
Mr. Churchill writes, if this story is true Harley
was " forcing an open door with a battering ram."
On November 24 the Duke shook the dust of
an ungrateful England from his feet.